
Portraits of Hope Project to Visually Transform LA
County Beach Lifeguard Towers
Hand-Painted Art Work by Young People Facing Medical, Physical and Socio-Economic Challenges to be
Installed on Over 100 Lifeguard Towers Starting in May
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LOS ANGELES, Feb. 19, 2010 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- This summer more than 100 of the Los Angeles County
beach lifeguard towers will be visually transformed as part of a massive public art and civic project conceived and
developed by Portraits of Hope (www.portraitsofhope.org ) in cooperation with the Los Angeles County Lifeguard
Association and Ford Motor Company.

The project and exhibition has been championed by County Supervisors Zev Yaroslavsky and Don Knabe, the Los
Angeles County Fire Chief, and the Los Angeles Department of Beaches and Harbors. It involves creating and
installing hand-painted artwork on form-fitting art panels on four sides of more than 100 lifeguard towers and their roof
tops. Painting of the panels began last month, with installation scheduled for May. The panels will remain in place until
the beginning of October.

"This is a unique and truly wonderful opportunity for hospitalized youngsters and others to discover, grow and show
the world their creative abilities," said Steve Powell, President of the Los Angeles County Lifeguard Association.
"What better way to show the world the amazing creative powers of our young people than to put their work on public
display on Los Angeles County beaches visited by millions of Americans every summer," he said.

Ford Motor Company's relationship with the Los Angeles County Lifeguards started with the introduction of its Escape

Hybrid vehicles in 2008. Now heading into their 3rd year in operation on LA County's beaches, the hybrid fleet has
participated in 19,754 rescues and saved the county over 11,000 gallons of gasoline. The civic education and
environmental themes taking place throughout the Portraits of Hope sessions are in line with Ford Motor Company's
commitment to providing cleaner methods of transportation for individuals and communities.

Artist Renderings: http://www.portraitsofhope.org/projects/lifeguardtowers/about.php

"In January, Portraits of Hope began daily program sessions throughout L.A. County schools, hospitals, and youth
groups.  Participants began to learn about public art, civic leadership, and teamwork while engaging in creative
therapy.  They began painting pre-designed panels, many of which—in keeping with the job lifeguards do—represent
environmental themes.  Many of the youngsters will be painting with their mouths or feet," added Powell.

Portrait of Hope projects serve as creative therapy for thousands. Portraits of Hope has provided children and adults
facing cancer, burn trauma, spinal injuries, HIV/AIDS, head and brain injuries, and other serious medical problems
with innovative, fun, and therapeutic activities that let them enjoy and take pride in themselves during their medical
care and rehab.

"The Portraits of Hope program offers kids and adults, many of whom are dealing with the adversity of serious illness,
or emotional or physical trauma, an opportunity to enrich their lives and express themselves artistically for the
enjoyment and appreciation of our beach going public," said Third District LA County Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky.

To meet individual needs of children and adults with disabilities, Portraits of Hope has developed specialized brushes
and painting methods including telescope paint brushes for children and adults in wheelchairs or attached to IVs, shoe



brushes for children and adults with injured upper limbs or who cannot manipulate a brush with their hands, and
flavored mouth brushes for those with limited or no movement in their arms and legs.

"Portrait of Hope's numerous bedside visits provide creative therapy to hospitalized children from toddler to 17. They
are a great inspiration to these kids and to everyone else. We are extremely fortunate to have this organization
serving our community," said Fourth District LA County Supervisor Don Knabe.

Information on Saturday February 20th Event

LA County Lifeguards, their friends and families will be painting exterior tower panels between 10 am and 4 pm at
13535 Mindano, Marina Del Rey.

Ultimately, over 5000 youngsters and others from schools, hospitals and youth groups will be involved in the project.
Each participant will receive his or her miniature lifeguard tower as part of the program's educational and art activities.
All participants will be encouraged to express their views on policy issues including the environment, civic leadership,
and education. This event will showcase Southern California's civic pride and give sick and disadvantaged kids the
thrill and satisfaction of seeing their work adorn L.A. County's greatest asset . . . its beaches!

Previous Portraits of Hope Projects have included everything from blimps, buildings, and the New York City taxi fleet,
to NASCAR racecars, tugboats, and vintage airplanes. The group's efforts have received national and international
attention.
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