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It’s hardly February yet and the Beach City

beaches are already filling up with people.

How wonderfully ironic that winter started

just a little over one month ago. But for those

who have ventured down to the beach, one

may have noticed something missing. Last

summer’s colorful lifeguard towers have

reverted back to a pale sky blue. What

happened to the South Bay’s Summer of

Color?

The Summer of Color, as it was called, was

the culminating efforts of over 2,500 adult

volunteers from Portraits of Hope and

nearly 6,000 children in schools, hospitals

and social service programs all across LA County. Working together, these children and

adults colored and covered 31 miles of beach starting at Leo Carillo State Beach, through

Zuma Beach, Malibu, Santa Monica, Venice, Marina Del Rey, Playa Del Rey, Dockweiler,

Manhattan Beach, Hermosa Beach, Redondo Beach, Torrance, Palos Verdes, and all the way

down to San Pedro, and in the process, creating the largest public art project in the US. In

order to accomplish this, volunteers from Portraits of Hope engaged the children in the

painting process in not only schools and hospitals, but from such organizations as the Braille

Institute, the Special Olympics, and Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitative Center. When

met with children with specific physical or medical challenges, Portraits of Hope developed

specialized brushes and techniques, including telescope paint brushes, shoe brushes, fruit-

flavored brushes one could hold in one's mouth, and specialized textured paint to allow all

those with disabilities the opportunity to participate in this incredible art project.
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Tower 13 during the summer of color.
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So the next question is, “What happened? Why are they gone?” Those towers were a work of

art, and far cooler than the pale blue towers that now stand in their stead, and one might

argue easier to spot in an emergency. The Summer of Color may indeed have come and

gone, and along with it the vibrant, neon-colored lifeguard towers; but more specifically the

vibrant, neon colored towers are gone, but the artwork is still around, and is not quite finished

with its charitable destiny.

As it turns out, the towers themselves were never painted. Instead, a lightweight, weather

resistant material called “coroplast,” was cut into paneling, decorated, and finally nailed to the

towers themselves. These panels now have a new purpose; some are to be donated to

various social service organizations around the world, while others will be sent to Haiti to be

used in temporary shelters, schools, hospitals, and homes for those affected by the 2010

earthquake, and still a select few other panels are now scheduled to be auctioned off at the

Hermosa Beach Community Center. This community auction will be held on on February

11, 2011 and will benefit The Hermosa Beach Education Foundation, The Hermosa Beach

Art Foundation and the Portraits of Hope.

To learn more about the Summer of Color or to find out how you can become a part of the

silent auction just click on the following links: www.hbef.org, Portraits of Hope Silent

Auction, The Hermosa Beach Art Foundation , and Portraits of Hope.

If you liked this article or want to learn more about upcoming events and culture in The South

Bay, please be sure to click the subscribe button at the top of the page.
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