
Businesses along Pier Avenue in
Hermosa Beach display... (Scott
Varley / Staff Photographer)

Businesses along Pier Avenue in Hermosa Beach display sections of the
colorful lifeguard tower artwork which will be auctioned off next week. The
Portraits of Hope silent auction will benefit several organizations. (Scott
Varley / Staff Photographer)

Colorful lifeguard tower panels set for
charity auction in Hermosa Beach
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Hermosa Beach residents have a
chance to own a piece of beach
history.

The colorful panels that previously
adorned the lifeguard towers in
Hermosa Beach will be up for grabs
at a charitable silent auction on
Friday. Proceeds will go to local
organizations.

"For a small town like this, its a great
community event," said auction
coordinator Diana Allen. "We really
wanted to keep these wonderful
pieces of art in our hometown, in our
businesses, homes, backyards,
everywhere."

About 40 panels will be auctioned,
with minimum bids starting at $250
each. Allen, a board member of the
Hermosa Beach Education
Foundation, anticipates up to 1,000
people will attend the auction and
she expects to raise at least $30,000.

"It was just unbelievable from the
get-go," Allen said. "Lots of people
are ecstatic to be able to get one of
the panels. They are jumping up and
down."

Proceeds will benefit several
organizations, including the Hermosa
Arts Foundation, the Hermosa Beach
Education Foundation and Portraits of Hope, which originated the lifeguard tower project.
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The colorful lifeguard tower artwork is on display in
business windows along Pier Avenue in Hermosa
Beach. (Scott Varley / Staff Photographer)

A cyclist rides by a lifeguard panel on display in
Hermosa Beach that is part of the Portraits of Hope
silent auction which will benefit several organizations.

The Hermosa Beach Education Foundation hopes to use auction proceeds to preserve programs
facing a squeeze at local schools because of tightening budgets.

And the Hermosa Arts Foundation plans to use its portion to finish a second theater room in the
Hermosa Community Center.

The panels were part of massive public art project called "Summer of Color," sponsored by
nonprofit organization Portraits of Hope. With the help of more than 10,000 people, every one of
the 156 lifeguard towers in Los Angeles County was covered in lightweight foam core panels covered
with brightly colored flowers, fish and swirly shapes and put on display from May through October
of last year.

Bernie Massey, co-founder of Portraits of Hope, started the organization to provide therapeutic art
experiences for kids in hospitals and has watched it expand into a way for communities to come
together.

"It's a huge high for anyone working with the
project, myself especially," Massey said. "Being able
to transform one of Los Angeles' more iconic
elements, the lifeguard towers, that is a big deal. It
doesn't happen every day."

Portraits of Hope donated the panels to local social
and civic organizations, including schools and
libraries.

"Now some of the organizations get a chance to
beautify their own neighborhoods or, like the
organizations in Hermosa, raise some money for
their own projects," Massey said.
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Want to go?

What: A silent auction for the "Summer of Color" Hermosa Beach lifeguard tower panels

When: 6 to 9 p.m. Friday

Where: Hermosa Beach Community Center, 
              Room 7, 710 Pier Ave.
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