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Break out the Ray-Bans. Los Angeles County’s lifeguard towers are about to undergo a Technicolor summer explosion.
From May to September, county lifeguard towers from Palos Verdes to Venice to Malibu will bloom with bright images 
of golden fish, blue flowers and 
psychedelic patterns of green, yellow,
purple and pink.The public art 
display, “Summer of Color – Lifeguard
Towers of Los Angeles,” is the 
brainchild of Bernie and Ed Massey, 
who run the non-profit arts and 
education group Portraits of Hope.

The artists applying the colorful 
acrylics: thousands of L.A. area 
children and adults from schools, 
shelters, hospitals, after-school 
programs and Scout groups. On a 
recent morning, young students from 
Palisades Elementary School pitched
in, painting bright colors on some of 
the 1,800 pre-cut plastic panels that 
will be fastened to the towers this 
spring.      



About 150 of the iconic towers will get the makeover. The project may be the most eye-catching display to hit the 
sand since “Baywatch.” But it’s not just a decorative addition to the beaches, which are visited by 45 million people 
annually. As part of the program, which is funded with private donations, students will also get an education in civic 
issues and problem-solving. There’s a broader social objective, too.

“We want people to recognize the power of collaboration,” says Bernie Massey. “Seeing all of the towers transformed 
will become a great unifying symbol for people all over Los Angeles County.”

Launched in 1995, Portraits of Hope started by wrapping the oil well on Olympic Boulevard near Beverly Hills High 
School with bright panels. Since then, they’ve brightened up New York City taxicabs with their trademark vibrantly 
colored graphics, as well as New Orleans schools, NASCAR racers, and even a blimp.

The Masseys are partnering on the project with L.A. County’s Beaches & Harbors Department, which donated temporary 
studio space in Marina del Rey, and the Lifeguard Division of the county Fire Department. The lifeguards had only one
major demand. 

No red paint.

That’s the color of the lifeguards’ signature jackets and swimsuits—and for safety’s sake, not a great color for a 
beachfront art installation.

If you’d like to help apply the rainbow of other colors the project will be using, drop Portraits of Hope an e-mail.
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