Palisadian-Post

Serving the Community Since 1928

26 PAGES

THURSDAY, AUGUST 10, 2006 4 PACIFIC PALISADES, CALIFORNIA

50¢

PaGE 18 PALISADIAN-POST

AuGusT 10, 2006

Palisadian Plants Seeds for NYC’s ‘Garden in Transit’

By ALYSON SENA
Associate Editor

Fin‘l: it was a plane. Then a
blimp. Now, the iconic New
York City vellow taxi will
soar in a Technicolor dream coat
of vibram Mowers paimed by chil-
dren from all over the globe, The
praject, called “Garden in Tran-
sil,” was spearheaded by Pacific
Palisades resident and artist Ed
Massey through his nonprofit
Portraits of Hope.

Massey and his hmthur Bernie
started Portraits of Hope in 1995
a8 A creative lh-:r'.Lp;.' program for
hospitalized and physically dis-
abled childeen, and the program
has expanded 10 include both chil-
dren and adults who participate
through various community pro-
grams and institutions, Helen and
Peter Bing were the first major
SPONSOrs.

With “Garden in Transit.” New
York will celebrate the 100th
anniversary of iis first metered
taxi. The mohile public art exhib-
it—one of the largest of its kind in
the city —will brighien the streets
of New York from Seplember
through December 2007.

“In the 100 years of the yellow
taxi, this has never been done,”
Massey told the Palisadian-Fost,

About 50000 children, mosily
from the New York metropolitan
area, will participate in the paint-
ing, which is scheduled 1o begin
next month and will last about a
year. Th,q,- will paint flowers on
seli-adhesive vinyl that will then
be applied to the roofs and trunks
of just under 13000 axicabs.

“The be of it is that it's

transportable,” Massey said of the
TODNHY sq. fi. of material they
plan to use. Portraits of Hope
plans o 1ake the project w chil-
dren at two facilities (hospitals,
schools and community instit-
ons) in every state, as well as
Puerio Rico and the Dominican
Republic, People in the home
countries of some of ihe New
York taxi drivers, such as Pak-
istan, will also have the chance 1o
participate.

Volunteers bring all of the
equipment — paint, brushes and
music =io the children. Hospital-
ized children who are wheelchair-

* bound use a special telescope
brush to paini their sections. Oth-
ers who are unable 1o paint with
their hands use a shoe painibrush
of a brush with fruit-flavored
wrap that is held between their
teeth,

“Iereally is one of those fantas-
tical projects, 1o see the energy

that the kids will have,” said
Massey, & painter and contempo-
rary sculptor who also writes chil=
dren’s books. “It"s wonderful see-
ing people get together and work
on something that they can point
to-and say, ‘I did ihat,™

Porrais of Hope also teaches
children about reaching for goals
by leading a discussion prior to the
actual painting. “We get their
hands moving and their education-
al juices Nowing,” Massey said,

Massey's inspiration for Por-
traits of Hope began when he was
invited to do a reading for his
book “Milton™ at a children’s hos-
pital, “That was my first introduc-
tion to the pediatric care unit, [
saw that these kids wene painting
and drawing in somewhat isolated
situations.”

Around the same time, he
noticed that the Tower of Hope,
an oil rig on Olympic in Beverly
Hills, “was falling apart visually.”™
Massey realized that hospitalized
children could paint flowers as a
cover for the rig if he could bring
the walls of the structure 1o them.
The result is a whimsical tower of
flowers that stands as a symbaol of
hope and beauty amidst the city
buildings,

Massey brought one of his
large-scale painting projects home
to the Palisades last year with
Soaring Dreams, a huge blimp co-
sponsored by Ameriquest Mon-
gage Company., Children ages 4 10
18, including Palisades Jewish
Early Childhood Center
preschoolers and Marquez Scheol
third graders, painted picces of the
colorful airship, which debuted
over the Santa Monica Pier.

“All of the projects 1'm
involved in are very family-ori-
enied,” said Massey, whose wife,
Dawn, is a lyricist who writes the
nsic for the projects, They have
o children, Felis, &, and Georgi,
2-1/2. The Portraits of Hope pro-
jects give parents and family
members a chance to paint with
the children.

The cheerful colors that will
grow on the New York City taxi-
cabs include fuchsia and vender,
ieal and magenta, as well as van-
ous vellows, reds and oranges.

“I jusi think it"s going to be an
absolutely  spectacular  visual
experience for the world 1o see,”
Massey said. “The sea of yellow
is going to become truly a colorful
city. These colors are just going o
pap right out of the concrete.”

The installation will require
12000 people hours in the first
three weeks of Sepiember, which
Massey says will be a 24-hour

ﬁmlEdeu;and.ﬁ'n wife, Dawn, with I'hzu'ckikfnn Felix and Gm'gi. Mnsscy .rﬂ_:mn‘eﬂ a-l‘mkm Uﬂ.&ﬁﬁ)‘wmﬁvﬂ an

wh:mnpmgm in South Los Angeles io help him paint the panels for this i

n, opposite the Kirk Douglas

Theatre in Cnher City. They all painted with mops, which produce huge brush sirokes. “We wn.‘edd;o ook like a canvas,” Massey said:
Fich SchmisSial Phocorashar

operation and will not require the
Laxi drivers o stop working. It's
almost like a pit stop because dri-
wers can’t lose money.”

Portraits of Hope chose New
York because of the verticality of
the city, “l made perfec sense
1o have this moving cityscape —
a  kaleidoscope  of  colors,”
Massey said.

“Ciarden in Transit” has been in
the works for mose than six years,
during which time Massey met
with city officials— initially with
Mayor Rudy Guiliani and then
with his successor, Mayor Michael
R. Bloomberg. New York City has
welcomed public an evenis that
bring people together, ranging
from displays at City Hall Park 1o
Christo and Jeanne Clasde s “The
(iates,” but approv ing a change in
coler of the city's signature cab
wais not a simple process,

“It's like saying. ‘Ler™ s have the
Eiffel Tower painted’.” Massey
said. “Tt’s an fcon and they're pro-
tective of icons.”

The Masseys will move 10 New

A view from above illustrates how New York City taxicabs will be transformed into works of art on

the move.

York City for about a year and a  ject,”

half 10 facilitate the project, but
plan to retum o the Palisades at
the end of that time. Both native
Palisadians, Ed and Dawn were
neighbors when they were both
preschoolers and mel again years
later.

“All our friends want 10 come
1o New York and work on the pro-

Drawn said, adding that they
also are going 10 incorporate some
of the Palisades children,

To keam how 1o volunteer for,
sponsor or donate to a project.
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