A 4
o s = TR

- NEE T,




Page B10 - Pacific Flyer March 2004 FAX (760) 439-9666

s -

pirai iy S

b e

#




(760) 439-4466

Flower Power ...

of Transportation. It was Mer-
ritt who suggested a DC-3, be-
cause it was big enough to be
an ideal flying billboard and
slow enough that the “paint
job™ wouldn’t peel off in flight.

Also, Merritt admitted, he al-
ways wanted to fly in a DC-3.
So he turned to Dan Gryden of
Griffin, Ga., who owned a DC-
3 that was available for hire.

Gryden was skeptical about
the idea until the FAA voiced
its approval. Then he leased
Portraits of Hope N143D, a
DC-3A built by Douglas in
Santa Monica, Calif. in 1937
and assembled in Holland in
October "38.

N143D had passed through
many owners in its 66 years
and ended up with Gryden after
a stint hauling cargo for Acade-
my Airlines. After only a dozen
flights at Kitty Hawk, the plane
was stripped down to bare met-
al and returned home to Geor-
gia.

Doing Their Homework

Once the plane was chosen,
Massey’s team went to Boeing
for technical advice on the DC-
3. Since Boeing couldn’t supply
the specs he needed, Massey
bought a plastic model of a DC-
3 and calculated the plane’s sur-
face area from that.

He then spent three months
painting the model in a colorful
floral scheme. In the meantime,
Clay Lacy put his Van Nuys-
based DC-3 at the group’s dis-
posal to test adhesive materials
for the stick-on paint job.

The adhesive material, Avery
Graphic A-8, was supplied by
Avery Dennison Co., a leading
vinyl manufacturer based in
Pasadena, Calif. The design

ing in size from 5x5 feet to
14x14 feet.

Since the child artists were
hospitalized and unable to paint
the plane itself, Massey came up
with the next best thing. The
children applied the colors of
their choice to flower patterns
on the plastic decals.

For those who could not use
their arms to paint, Massey pro-
vided shoes with paint brushes
on the bottoms or brushes they
could hold in their mouths. All
who took part in the program re-
ceived model gliders and a set
of paints they could use to cre-
ate their own flying artwork.

Once the flowers were painted
and signed by the artists, the
10,000-square-foot roll of decal
adhesive was laid out in donated
warehouse space in downtown
L.A. Each of the 100 flowers
was then hand-varnished and
cut out by volunteers at a rate of
one flower per hour.

Each decal was then wrapped
in special plastic to preserve it
and shipped, courtesy of DHL,
to Piedmont Triad Int’l. Airport
in Greensboro, N.C. There, in a
hangar donated by Timco Avia-
tion Services, they were applied
to the metal surfaces of the
plane.

Motorsports Designs of High
Point, N.C., which specializes in
creating sponsor graphics for
race cars, did the work. Massey
used the DC-3 model to direct
the application of the decals.

The installation took 400 man-
hours over one week to com-
plete. According to Portraits of
Hope, the “paint job” added just
under 400 pounds to the weight
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KIDS SIGNED the various paint panels (inset) on the Portraits Douglas DC-3.

(The other Tuskegee T-6 is
wned by Steve Cowell of
enver, Colo. His “Double
e” was featured in the Au-
ast 2000 issue of Pacific Fly-

Black History Month, the
seum hosted an appearance
two original Tuskegee Air-
en: Richard Macon and
?bert Martin. Macon flew 16

E'n Feb. 25th, in observance

maage Irom Composite materiats
and features “cutting-edge
avionics™ that simplify naviga-
tion, gentle yet sporty handling
characteristics and a 150-mph
cruise speed, Liberty said. It’s
the first all-new aircraft of its
type fully certified by the FAA
in the past 30 years.

The aircraft has a range with
two passengers and baggage of
500 miles. burnine the eaniva-

Porsche-powered PFM airplane

several years ago that also fea-
tured an automatic mixture
control but it was considered to
be underpowered compared to
conventional aircraft and only
41 were sold.

“The Teledyne Continental
PowerLink FADEC is the
biggest single technical ad-
vance in GA in the past several
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