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the display was unveiled May 2.

Viewers are meant to decide for
themselves the exact scenario the
display depicts, Massey said. How-
ever, he added that it could be seen
as a revenge fantasy in the woman
figure’s mind or as a way for the
public to discuss what should be
done with what he termed “sexual
predators.”

“The men are phantasms,” he
said. “They could represent any-
one.”

Massey said the display was
largely funded by a grant from Peg
Yorkin, a Los Angeles feminist
activist whomade headlinesin 1991

the Feminist Majority Foundation.
Yorkin and Massey declined to say
how much the display cost.

“It’s a subject that needs a lot of
dialogue,” Yorkin said. “I would
be surprised if people weren't up-
set about the display. Public art is
supposed to foment discourse, and
that’s what it’s doing.”

A groupofresidentsin theneigh-
borhood in Santa Monica had a
demonstration May 12 in front of
the display asking the city govern-
ment toremove it, Massey said, but
s0 far he said he had been struck by
the lack of similar response in
Washington.

“We thought Washington would
be the first one to protest,” he said.
“The city hasn't always been open

But though there have been no
organized demonstrations, not all
residents are pleased with the cre-
ation in their neighborhood.

Advisory neighborhood com-
mission chair Westy McDermid
said she had received several calls
from residents who were upset
about the display and who thought
it was inappropriate for a public
streetl.

Some residents had also ex-
pressed concern about the proxim-
ity of the display to a residential
area with a day-care center, school
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“I had my child in the stroller
when [ saw it, and [ was just horri-
fied,” said Melissa Overmyer, who
lives near the exhibit. “My hus-
band and I were both shocked that
itcould be on display for everyone.
There should be a choice for adults
if they want to see it or not.”

Massey, however, said he tried
to pick a site where children
wouldn't frequently pass the dis-
play. Even so, he said: “Parents
have been bringing their children
to see it and discussing it with
them.”




