
Portraits of Hope adorn local emergency vehicles

California-based nonprofit Portraits of Hope was founded in 1995 to provide kids in the hospital with fun, therapeutic activities
that are too often lacking in the clinical setting.

Many of the kids the group was working with had their lives saved by firefighters, EMTs and ambulance drivers, while kids the
world over identify first responders as figures they most admire in the community.

Portraits of Hope, which involves kids in large-scale public art projects adorning recognizable symbols with floral and geometric
designs, is now rolling out its first-ever effort covering emergency vehicles with flowers — the “universal icon of joy, life, youth,
beauty, hope, inspiration and renewal,” according to a press release.

The group has previously brought its projects to bear on 5,400 New York City taxis and 150 Los Angeles County beach lifeguard
towers.

About 35 vehicles with the Aspen Volunteer Fire Department, the Snowmass-Wildcat Fire Protection District, the Aspen
Ambulance District and Mountain Rescue Aspen are now being outfitted with colorful adhesive vinyl panels. The artistic
statements will be seen throughout the upper valley for five months, according to Portraits of Hope co-founder Bernie Massey,
who noted that the flower is one of the most common artistic expressions that kids draw in a hospital setting. The project is
entirely privately funded by Portraits of Hope through both cash and in-kind donations.

Portraits of Hope always has focused much of its efforts on sick, troubled or underprivileged kids; some of the panels are
designed with Braille outlines so the visually impaired can paint them.

However, its programs also involve kids of a general audience. For the last five months, local kids have been painting the panels
in their schools, while the group’s outreach also has extended to social service agencies such as Challenge Aspen and Extreme
Sports Camp. About half of the 2,200 kids who have played a role in painting the panels are from the valley; the rest are from
Denver and Los Angeles.

Massey estimated that the Aspen-area project would cost between $600,000 and $800,000 without in-kind donations.

However, he said the organization is able to pull it off for about a quarter of that, thanks to in-kind donations such as office space
at Willits, lodging at the Hotel Jerome and Viceroy Snowmass, as well as donated materials and services. However, Massey said
that anyone interested in sponsoring an emergency vehicle here should find out more information on the portraitsofhope.org
website.

The repositionalble vinyl material is all-weather and washable. It will not cover reflective paint or other safety features on the
vehicles, Massey said.

When Portraits of Hope conceived the emergency vehicle project, organizers knew they needed a small, compact community.
The program also focuses on high-profile locations to engender participant pride. Aspen/Snowmass fit the bill, Massey said,
adding that it was on the top of a short list of communities. Officials here were enthusiastic about the project from the get-go, he
said, so there was no need to call anyone else, Massey said. 
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