el

ere is nothing subtle about “Morality/Mortality.”

In sculptor Ed Massey’s installation, two cadaverous plaster men
dangle from the ceiling from ropes tied around their penises. Their
bodies twist %emly when the air conditioning is on, casting eerie

shadows on the wall behind them. Beneath them, a plaster woman lies
with her head in her hands, her hose and panties around one ankle.

The piece is usually displayed in shop windows, sparking extensive
debate over public art and violence against women, among other issues.

“Here in Angeles,
there was a protest against
the project by religious
groups, and groups of rape
victims came and plastered
notes (on the window)
telling their own experi-
ences and how important it
was for them to see it, and
for people to understand
what t ey had gone
through,” Massey said in a
telephone interview.

He created four
“Morality/Mortality” instal-
lations. Two years ago,
they were displayed simul-
taneously in Shica 0, Los
Angeles, Miami and New
York City. One was donat-
ed to the Bridge Center for
Contemporary Art, which
will display it through
Saturday.

“Where I think it's espe-
cially effective is that it
doesn't exploit violence,
and it de-sexualizes the act
of rape. I don't think any-
body could find that (the
woman crawling away) a
erovocative pose,” said

ichard Baron, director of the Bridge Center for Contemporary Art.

The Bridge is showing the piece inside. There isn't much pedestrian
traffic past the gallery, Baron said, and it’s hard to see inside the gallery
from the street. He said he didn’t see much point in confronting the neigh-
borhood with the work.

“Morality/Mortality” was donated to the Bridge with the stipulation
that a public forum be conducted in conjunction with its exhibition. The
forum will take place Tuesday instead of a reception.

“We wanted to put it in the context of the issue it addresses and not
just display it without an explanation,” Baron said.

He asked Donna Snyder, a lawyer and human-rights activist, to
arrange the forum. She said the forum will coneern violence against
women, the subject of “Morality/Mortality,” but it will also explore people’s
reactions to art that is eritical of society,

“Is it accepted, banned, censored, ignored, useless, offensive? That’s
what we'll look at,” Snyder said. “What I have in mind is a multimedia
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Richard Baron, director of the Bridge Center for
Contemporary Art, stands next to two of the figures
from the work “Morality /Mortality” by Ed Massey




