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Business tenants feel
‘moved’ by sculpture

Elizabeth Lean

sculpture of life-size Mgures

A scrambling wp ““The Corporae

Ladder'” has prompied bitier

complanis from tenanis of a Columbia

office building. some of whom are

threstening 1o move if the anwork
femaing.,

I think it's sexisi and offensive,"”
said Betsy Faulkmer, owner of Travel
Masters, Inc., onc of 35 businesses that
rent space in the Lakeview Il building
in the 9800 block of Broken Land
Parkway

| find it insulting, a real slap in the
face,” said Mark Feinberg, president
of Consumer Firsi Mongage on the
building's first floor. *“This is a busi-
ness office, and the sculpture is saying
business pmpl: are ruthless, lun(‘.ll'ihl'__
unfeeling people who care only about
getting 1o the top at any cost.””

The sculpture consisis of five painted
plasier figures positioned aboul an
aluminum ladder. A figure of a whie
man dressed 0 a uniform and oling a
mailbag stands on the Noor and reaches
wward the ladder's lower rungs. Jusi
above him — the lowest figure on the
ladder — 15 2 young black man dresscd
m o business suil. The black man
appears (o be pushing down on the mail
carmier’s head with the palm of ope
hans

Paoised above the bluck man s the
figure of a young white woman dressed
in 4 business suit, her hand plucking a
sheet of paper from a briefcase dan-
gling mear her. The owner of the bref-
case, 2 white businessman, clings o
the lidder's upper rungs

An obder while businessman — bald
with a fminge of whiic hair — perches
at the wp. his hands spread benignly
over the struggle below

The sculplure, which s titled The
Corporate Ladder,” was installed in-
side the building's rear sinum entrance
lasi week. sawd MNancite Wnghi of
Trammell Crow Co.. which manapes
view 11, The building is ow by
P cipal Mutual Life Insurance Co.,
busad i Des Moines, lowa,

Wright suid the sculpture is a “per-
manenl installation’” thal was  com-
missioned by Prncipal  Muotual
Ancdher anwork. an arrungement ol
hrightly colored fabric pleces
suspended high above the front ainum
emtrance, was mounted in December,
Wright said

Belore workers had cven finished
mstalling  the  ladder sculpiure  last
week, Wright said. her office began
m—uiuug complaints and threats ol o
renew leases. *"A woman got irale with
my assistam,”” Wright said. She de-
manded 10 know when ihe sculplure
would be taken down, ™

Wright said her lirm ““had nothing
do  with the ¢ artwork
“There's a tradiion within Principal
Mutual 1o install snword. permancnily
m the buildings they own,”™ she saul

A Lim Angeles an comalting Tirm
worked with Principal Mutual o com-
mission  the work by sculplor  Ed
Mussey of New Yaork Cuy. 1 ool w
lobby and made an
assessment of what kind of concepi
might be appropniate.”” said Elizabeth

wmee ol

look @ the

Michaels, a consultant who worked on
the project

During a slide presentation of several
anists” work, Principal Mutueal officials
sdmired am earlier, similar work of
Massey's also titled “The Corporate
Ladder.” Michaels said. ““They
thought his work was fun.™

Michacls said officials commissioned
the pew sculpiure based on “what they
believed was appropriate for that lobby
and those tenants, on the credibility of
the anist, and on what was right for
their budger.”'

Michacls declined o say how much
the fm paid for Massey's sculpture.

1 just renewed my lease here, amd
the rent went up,”” said Faulkner, the
travel agency owner. "l makes me
sick that my money went o pay for
that.”

“Ii°s definiiely offensive.’” Faulkner
said. “All you have 1o do is look a1 the
order, with the white man on op.™

“As far as I'm comcemed, they
shoubd 1ake i down this aflemoon.’
said Feinberg, the mofigage company
president, on Tuesday. "'l may not

renew my bease if thut thing stays up.™

“*Where do | i in?"" asked Richard
Washingion, who was delivening office
supplies 0 a client Tuesday. “'I'm
black and I'm a laborer. | musi be 0o
low even 1o show. This has a very
negalive message.”

Mat everyone agrees. “'It's gol e be
meanl as satincal,”” said Padraic Ken
nedy. president of the Columbia As-
sociation, with offices on the thind
Moor. “*To pul something called “The
Corporate Ladder’ in an office build
ing, it's got o be poking fun and be
taken with a cenain humeor."*

The sculptere ““makes people swop
and think on their entry inlo the baild-
ing,"" Kennedy smid. “"Perhaps they'll
approach their own “corporute ladder”
m o gentler, kKinder way.'

=0 like n,"" sard Gloria Fisch, who
gazes oul at the sculpture from her post
M the Lakeview Delii *°1 like all the
detail. | think the artist did a fantastic
job.""

Wright, the propeny manager, said a
reception is plunned next month for the
bailding s tenants 10 meet the anist

S1alT phote by David Hobly

Some tenants in the Lakeview 11 building say eliher ihis recenily-insialled

sculpture leaves the boilding or they will.
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